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From the Principal
Dear Families,
Our school community has had a very special two weeks of rather unique
events.
Last week all students experienced First Aid through St John’s, lifelong skills
which provided children with new knowledge about rendering assistance
to those in need as well as opportunities to practice the skills.
On Tuesday13 August, Rick Persse, Chief Executive of the Department for
Education and Diane Jackson, Education Director for our area, visited the
school. It was a wonderful opportunity to showcase our school for its
community volunteers and the commitment from families in working in
partnership with us to improve learning for our students.
A group of parents, Salman Usmani, Christy-Lee Carpenter and Dilanjali
Elikewela also met with Rick and Diane and shared their story of why they
chose Modbury School for their children. Both Rick and Diane were
impressed with the stories they heard during this time and the morning tea,
commenting on the uniqueness that our school has in looking to find ways
to engage parents.
Thank you to all the families that came along and supported the morning.
On Thursday 15 August, our International students and their families worked
with Marisa, Alison and Nicole to make Aussie style damper for the whole
school. It was such a fun filled morning with our International families
adding to the experience by blending our cultures to create a ‘Damper
Dumpling!’
The families were eager to take the opportunity to try kangaroo cooked on
the coal with the tasting session being a great success all round.
Some of our visiting families will
end their stay today, farewell to
Andrew and Anthony and their
families, we wish them safe
travels and hope that they have
enjoyed their stay at Modbury
School.
Mary Ttikirou
Principal

RICK PERSSE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE VISITS MODBURY SCHOOL
On Tuesday, 13 August 2019, Rick Persse (Chief
Executive, Department for Education) and Diane Jackson
(Education Director) visited Modbury School for a tour of
our school garden (soon to be named) and STEM
facilities.
A small group of parents shared their personal journeys
about Modbury School. Students showed Rick and Diane
through the garden that has been developed by the
Multicultural Parent Community Group, and explained
how worm juice was made! We appreciate all the great
work done by Steve Westerholm in keeping our garden
looking fantastic.
The tour concluded with a morning tea in the STEM area
that included Indian chai, Chinese cake, handmade
biscuits and other yummy food.

We would like to thank Mary, Maria and Kirsty
(Leadership Team), Nicole (Chinese BSSO) and Vishaka
(Parent Group Facilitator) for making this day happen.
We would also like to thank Mary Ttikirou, Heather
Merkel and Natalie Delsar for their ongoing support in all
our programs.
Finally, thank you to Rick Persse and Diane Jackson for
taking time out of their extremely busy schedules to
meet and spend time with us. We had an extremely
engaging event and look forward to more of the same in
the future.

Salman Usmani
Chairperson, Multicultural Parent Community Group

Kirsty Brumby,
Wellbeing Leader

Restorative Practices
At Modbury school we believe that
connection is the basis of everything
we do. We are all connected to each
other, our environment and our
community. As part of this, as a school
we practise Restorative Justice.
Restorative Justice means that all
instances we work towards restoring
relationships when they break down.
Break down or harm to relationships
can caused by many things; it could
be a fight amongst peers, a
miscommunication or a misinterpreted
look. These relationships can be
between friends, peers, or student /
teacher relationships.
Firstly, we identify the harm that was
done, and then through a series of
open ended questions determine how
to repair the harm instead of merely
giving a consequence. These
conversations give each side equal
attention, allows all students to be
heard and gives the students practical
ways to move forward.
As staff we enjoy seeing the positive
influence these restorative practises
have within our student community
and know that when our children feel
safe and connected they thrive in so
many ways.

Rhiannon’s Garden
Our School Community garden has a very special
place, a memorial garden named ‘Rhiannon’s
Garden’. It is decorated to honour a most special
girl, Rhiannon Westerholm who was part of our
school community until her passing in 2015, while
she was in year 6.
So when you wander past the garden, you might
like to pause and look for the flowers and items
that are blue, her favourite colour and in
particular, notice the beautiful wooden design,
featuring her name and carved using her own
lettering style, made with love by her Dad, Steve.

Children’s Book Week is 17-23 August.
The theme this year is

‘Reading is my secret power’.
Book Week is a fantastic opportunity for your child to celebrate
their favourite characters from their favourite books by dressing
up. This is an opportunity to escape into another world where
your child can be anything they want to be!

Modbury School will be holding a
book week costume parade at:

9am on Tuesday 20 August
in the school gym
We welcome all families to come
along and see our students in their costumes.

FIRE PIT COOK OUT
On Thursday 15 August, a great morning was had by
our International Students and their families during
our fire pit cook out.
The International students along with some of
Aboriginal Students worked together with Marisa,
Alison and Nicole Du, to prepare damper for the
whole school.
The International families also prepared their version
of Aussie Damper by combining damper and
dumplings and naming their dish ‘damplings’. We all
agreed that the damper and the damplings were
delicious!!
Some of visiting families eagerly tried some kangaroo
meat that was also cooked on the fire pit coals.
Special thanks to Steve and Cassie
for preparing the fire pit very early
in the morning and to Marisa,
Alison and Nicole for organising
and managing the event.

CALENDAR REMINDERS

SEPTEMBER
9
13

Book Week Costume Parade (9am - Gym)
Pancake Breakfast (8.15am)
Assembly (9am - Gym)
SAPSASA Soccer
Fathers Day Stall

Governing Council Meeting (6.30pm)
School Closure Day

Preschool &
Reception 2020
Do you have friends or neighbours looking for
an amazing school for their children?
We are currently accepting registrations for
Preschool and Reception in 2020. Preschool
positions are almost filled.
Preschool registrations
Will your child be 4 years old before 1 May
2020? If so, they are able to commence
Preschool in 2020.
Reception registrations
Children who will be 5 years old before 1 May
2020 can enrol in Reception.

Please contact Michelle in the office on
dl.0272.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
or phone 8264 2027 or visit the Front Office
to collect a Registration of Interest Form.

Friday 13 September

AUGUST
20
21
21
23
27

There have been a few questions around
the selection of the School Closure date.
Essentially, the date is firstly considered to
be a day of local significance, selected by
the staff and then taken to Governing Council for
approval.
The date was discussed at length by staff and as
it is the only day where staff do not attend
school, we looked at the day of the week and
selected a day that was different to last year so
that it was equally considered for all staff.
Last year, the day coincided with senior camp
and the year before with Choir presentation. We
have looked at selecting a day during show
week and found that regardless of the day,
attendance was impacted during show week as
families chose their own day of preference, not
the School Closure day that we had for a few
years in succession.
This year’s date was chosen with the possibility of
it being aligned to Choir presentation and was
approved at Governing Council earlier in the
year. We will take on feedback from families and
consider a date around show week in 2020.

